Right Honorable Stephen Harper

Prime Minister of Canada

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0A6

Dear Prime Minister Harper,
I am writing this letter to voice my strong objection to some items that were passed in the Federal 2009 Budget.  My main concern is your government’s lack of real commitment to environmental concerns and the disregard of the impact of industry on the environment.
Specifically, your intention to contribute vast amounts of money to sustain a flawed and perilous nuclear technology is in direct contradiction to sustainable and environmentally wise policy.  The Budget 2009 information states that your government will: Strengthen Canada's nuclear advantage with $351 million to Atomic Energy of Canada Limited for its operations, including the development of the Advanced CANDU Reactor.  Nuclear technology is not an area in which I wish my hard-earned tax money to be utilized.
I fully support the use of medical isotopes but Chalk River has been mismanaged for decades (and continues to leak radioactive substances as I write this letter). Funds should be invested in alternative technology and research to develop non-uranium sources of medical isotopes such as the photo-fission technology developed in British Columbia which provide isotopes for medical diagnostics and treatment without endangering the health of Canadians.

I also strongly oppose your government’s intention to fast-track industry development and eliminate some environmental impact assessment activities.  This is a direct invitation for environmental disregard by industry who is already smiling all the way to their bank with their Canadian government subsidies while blatantly disregarding what few environmentally-friendly initiatives they are required to adhere to.
I consider the intentions announced in your government’s budget to be irresponsible and unresponsive to the wishes of ordinary Canadians who have repeatedly, and with clarity, advocated that the government must be a leader in environmental initiatives.  We want a government who is committed to green energy, not just a token to appease Canadians while still supporting the actions of industry whose only goal is to generate income without any regard for environmental impact.

I trust you will consider these comments.

Sincerely,

cc. Mr. C. Warkentin

